Darfield Primary School
Newsletter 15 September 2022
Dear Parents and Caregivers
Kia ora koutou katoa
Board of Trustees Elections
The 2022 Darfield Primary School Board of Trustees election process has been
completed. Firstly, thank you to all the nominees who were willing to volunteer as
a Board member at our school. Secondly, thank you to all of our community
members who took the time to vote. On Tuesday the votes were counted and
the new members were elected.
On Tuesday we had our last meeting with our existing Board members. I would
like to thank Mark (Staff Rep), Britta, Natalie, Katie and Tig for their contribution
to Darfield Primary School. Your efforts have helped with such things as
influencing the strategic direction of the school, refurbishment of buildings and
contributing to discussions around road safety. There are a multitude of
decisions made at each meeting and your influence with be ongoing.
Also, on Tuesday night we had an opportunity to welcome the new Board
members. They had an opportunity to view the work of the Board before they
officially step into their roles at the next Board meeting. We welcome back Celia
and welcome for the first time Hannah (Staff Rep), Sarah, Aaron, Jason and
Amanda.
Welcome to Te Wiki o te Reo Māori (Māori Language Week)
Did you know that 14 September marks the 50th anniversary of the Māori
Language Petition? Did you also know that there is a goal to have 1 million
Māori language speakers by 2040?
Te Wiki o te Reo Māori is a great opportunity to try to include some Māori kupu
(words) into your week. There are multiple online sources if you would like to try
some new kupu this week or even just learn more about the history of the week.

Queen Elizabeth II
Last Friday Darfield Primary School acknowledged the passing of our Queen and
Head of State. The Queen reigned for 70 years and her whole life was dedicated to
the service of others. No matter what your beliefs about the monarchy are, I think we
can acknowledge that this was a significant contribution by one individual.
We wish King Charles III well in his new position. A reminder that the school will be
closed on Monday 26 September for the Queen Elizabeth II Memorial Public Holiday.
2022 New Zealand Primary Principals Conference
This week I am attending a conference with over 800 of my teaching colleagues. This
is a historic number and indicates a collective need to gather together and share
knowledge and collegiality after nearly three years of isolation or connecting over
Zoom.
I have been able to greet many of my friends and people who inspire me with hugs
and handshakes. To be able to see their faces feels like a privilege.
The focus of this gathering is Aotearoa Ki Te Whai Ao! Aotearoa and Beyond! It is a
deep dive into considering what the future of Education may be.
What I am most looking forward to is hearing former student Brenna Rudman speak.
Good luck Brenna – look for the Malvern Principals’ friendly faces cheering you on!
Meredith Devonald
Tumuaki
BOARD OF TRUSTEE TRIENNIAL ELECTIONS RESULTS 2022
Darfield Primary School
Board of Trustee Election 2022 Results

Parent representative votes:
Name
Clemens, Jason
Fallow-Pender, Amanda
George, Melissa
Henderson, Aaron
Rickard, Sarah
Smith, Gemma
Tymons, Celia
Invalid Votes

Votes
100
73
40
98
93
69
74
2

I hereby declare the following duly elected:
Name
Jason Clemens
Amanda Fallow-Pender
Aaron Henderson
Sarah Rickard
Celia Tymons
Staff Election
At the close of nominations, as there was only one valid nomination received, I hereby
declare the following duly elected:
Hannah Cullen
Nicky Bell
Returning Officer

Board of Trustees update
On Tuesday 13th of September the School Board met in our fabulous Maker Space
for the last meeting of the 2019-2022 trustees. We were joined by some of the
successful newly elected Board members and it was an opportunity to hand over
some of the valuable work that the Board is responsible for.
During the meeting we looked at the ongoing Kōwhai Block redevelopment options,
analysed mid year student achievement, discussed the results of our recent
Community Consultation, approved the dates for the 2023 school year, finalised the
induction for the new Board members, and outlined the next steps for our Māori
Cultural Responsiveness Self Review as part of our obligations under the Education
Act.
We would like to acknowledge the commitment and hard work of the outgoing
Trustees who have now finished their terms on the Board. Thank you to the following
people for their valued contribution to the governance of the school:
Mark Robb - Teacher Rep for 8 years
Katie Molloy - Parent Trustee for 6 years
Britta Pilarczyk - Parent Trustee for 4 years
Tig Dalley - Parent Trustee for 4 years
Natalie Peters - Parent Trustee for 4 years
The Board would also like to welcome it’s new members Parent Trustees: Jason Clemens, Amanda Fallow-Pender, Aaron Henderson,
Sarah Rickard, and Teacher Representative: Hannah Cullen.
Meredith Devonald and current Presiding Member Celia Tymons (re-elected)
together with the newly elected members will keep you informed about the ongoing
work of the Board after each meeting.
We’d also like to thank the Board election candidates who were not successful this
time round. We are lucky to have so many capable and proactive members in our
school community who were prepared to volunteer their time and energy to our kura/
school.
Lastly, thank you to our wonderful Nicky Bell for the very professional and efficient
work she has done as the Election Officer.
Enjoy the remainder of term 3 - make the most of the sunshine in between the snow
flurries!
On behalf of the Darfield Primary School Board of Trustees,
Celia Tymons
Presiding Member

Assembly Postponed this Friday 16 September
Unfortunately we have had to postpone Assembly that was to be held this Friday 16
September due to staff absences. This will now be held next Friday 23 Setpember at
9.10am in the School Hall.

Court Theatre Production - Wednesday 21 September 2022
A reminder that the Court Theatre Production is being held for all students in the
School Hall on Wednesday 21 September 2022 at 9.10am. The cost for this is
included in the school activity fee. If you haven't already paid the school activity fee
could you please ensure that payment is made by the end of Term 3.

TERM DATES FOR 2023
Term 1: Tuesday 31 January to Thursday 06 April
Term 2: Monday 24 April to Friday 30 June
Term 3: Monday 17 July to Friday 22 September
Term 4: Monday 09 October to Friday 15 December
Public Holidays 2023 - School Closed
Waitangi Day - Monday 06 February
Good Friday Friday 07 April (School Holidays)
Easter Monday - Monday 18 April (School Holidays)
Easter Tuesday - Tuesday 19 April (School Holidays)
ANZAC Day - Tuesday 25 April
King's Birthday - Monday 05 June
Matariki - Friday 14 July (School Holidays)
Labour Day - Monday 23 October
Canterbury Anniversary Day - Friday 17 November

School Office
It is great that restrictions have now been lifted so we decided to freshen up the
School Office space with children's art work and some old photographs of our school.
Please feel free to pop into the School Office and have a look at the artwork
displayed as we will be changing this regularly or if you have any queries.

Return of School Trophies
In preparation for the end of the year Prizegiving, could all school trophies please be
returned to the School Office, cleaned and polished, as soon as soon as possible or
by the end of this term at the latest. Thank you.

Pet Day – Wednesday 26 October 2022
After being cancelled, due to Covid, for the last two years, it is with
great excitement that 2022 will see the return of our annual Pet Day. It will be
held on Wednesday 26 October (pp date Friday 28th October). Pet Day is
about being involved and having fun so do not worry if there isn't currently a pet
in your family home. It is expected that every child will enter and there are art,
craft, floral and baking classes so everyone can be involved in some way. An
information/overview letter and entry forms were sent home with each student on
Friday 09 September. To help with planning please return entries to whānau
teachers BY WEDNESDAY 28th SEPTEMBER.
Please remember to take a photo of each child's entry details to keep at
home, so that you can remember what they have entered.
Children may wish to compile a Pet Project. Guidelines for these will be available
from the Office during the last week of term so the children will have all holidays
to complete their work. If you are raising a lamb or a calf, remember also to take
plenty of photos as they grow and change so quickly.

Community Dental Service - Clinics open in October School Holidays
During the October, school holiday period we will be providing dental care at the clinics
listed below.
Priority for Community Dental Service appointments during the school break will be for
immediate dental needs at the following clinics:
Woolston Community Dental Clinic, 11 Hopkins Street, Christchurch
Hornby Community Dental Clinic, 2 Hei Hei Road, Christchurch
Timaru Community Dental Clinic, 18 Woollcombe Street, Timaru
To access these appointments, call our Contact Centre on 0800 846 983 noting that
priority is given to children with immediate dental needs.
For any dental advice please call the Contact Centre on 0800 846 983 or
email commdental@cdhb.healh.nz

School Policies
Darfield Primary School Policies are available to view at any time. Each term
some policies come up for review. In Term Three the Policy Review is "Student
Wellbeing and Safety".
Please go to:
www.schooldocs.co.nz.
Click Search for your school.
Start typing the school's name and select it from the dropdown list.
Enter the username: darfieldprimary password: rossstreet

MANA AKE WEBSITE
https://manaake.health.nz/
The Mana Ake website has a section on Big Worries - Mana Ake which is particularly
relevant with what’s going on in the world currently.
Parents going to this site can be assured of finding up-to-date and quality information on
wellbeing and parenting skills. There is also a section to assist families who are
requiring financial assistance. https://manaake.health.nz/supporting-your-child/needmore-help/

Term Dates 2022
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

01 February - 14 April
02 May - 08 July
25 July - 30 September
17 October - 14 December

Important dates - Term 3
Thursday 15 September
Wednesday 21 September
Friday 23 September
Friday 23 September
Monday 26 September
Monday 26 September
Wednesday 28 September
Wednesday 28 September
Friday 30 September
Friday 30 September
Friday 30 September
Important dates - Term 4
Monday 17 October
Monday 24 October
Wednesday 26 October
Friday 28 October
Tuesday 01 November
Tuesday 08 - Thursday
10 November
Friday 11 November
Wednesday 23 November Friday 25 November
Friday 02 December
Tuesday 06 December
Tuesday 13 December
Wednesday 14 December
Wednesday 14 December

Canterbury Winter Tournament
Court Theatre at DPS - 9.10am
Assembly (Rimu) - 9.10am - School Hall
Crazy Hair School Disco - PTA - 6pm-8pm - DPS
School Hall
Queen Elizabeth II Memorial Public Holiday - School
Closed
Canterbury Duathlon - 9am - Ruapuna
Raceway
Kowhai Museum Trip
Last day to return entries for Pet Day
Assembly (Kowhai) - 9.10am - School Hall
PTA Sausage Sizzle
Last Day Term 3 - school closes 3pm

Term 4 commences
Labour Day Public Holiday - school closed
DPS Pet Day
DPS Pet Day postponement day
BOT Meeting - 7pm - Maker Space
Year 5 Camp - Woodend Beach
Canterbury Anniversary Day - School closed
Year 6 Camp - Wainui YMCA
Darfield High School Yr 6 Open Day
BOT Meeting - 7pm - Maker Space
School Prizegiving - 630pm - DPS School Hall
Year 6 Leavers Assembly - 11am - DPS School Hall
Last day of School year

Please keep checking our calendar regularly as some dates may change.

Year 4 Plant Out Day - McHughs Forest
Year 4 held their Plant Out day at McHughs Forest on Monday 12 September and
although the weather could have been better, the children all had a great time.
Below are a few photos from the day.

