
Term 2 

Monday 15 May 

 School Assembly 

Friday 19 May 

 School Cross Country 

Tuesday 30 May 

 National Young Leaders Day 

 Pikopiko team visit the Museum 

 Pikopiko & Kowhai Student Led  
 Conferences 

Thursday 1 June 

 Rimu team visit to the Museum 

Monday 5 June 

 Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Wednesday 7 June 

 School Photos 

Friday 9 June 

 Malvern Cross Country 

Thursday 15 June 

 Puppet Show—whole school 

Wednesday 21 June 

 Canty Cross Country 

Thursday 22 June 

 Malvern Speech Competition 

26 & 27 June 

 Student Led Conferences  

Friday 7 July 

 Last Day Term 2 

Today our Yr4 children 

are visiting Ngati Moki 

Marae, Taumutu where 

they will be 

experiencing Maori 

culture and will take part 

in games and activities. 

The children have been 

practising their Mihi and 

will share this with the group.  We look forward to hearing all 

about it on their return. 

Darfield Cross Country 

Next Friday 19 May the whole school will be participating in our 

Cross Country being held in the afternoon at Darfield Domain. 

We will have an early lunch at 11.45am to enable us to leave 

school at 12.30pm, ready for the first race at 1pm.  

Children run in their year group ie Yr 1, Yr 2 etc. either in the 

Fun Run event or the competitive races. 

Children will need to take their bags with them which should 

have water, warm clothing and snacks. Please ensure your child 

has appropriate sports clothing for the event—shorts, polo shirt 

and running shoes. It can be very cold at the domain so warm 

clothing to wear before and 

after their race is essential. 

Safety vests are to be worn 

walking to and from the 

domain. 

Parents who would like to help 

with the running of the races—

please contact Kiri Conrad 

who is organising the event: 

kiri.conrad@darfieldprimary.school.nz 
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 Nau mai, hoki mai 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

Farewell Mrs Bullion 

Mrs Bullion leaves us at the conclusion of this week to begin her maternity 
leave.  Our thoughts are with her for a happy and healthy baby.  Having a baby 
is one of the most wonderful, exciting, awesome, and life changing events that 
can happen.  Vanessa, we wish you a lifetime of happiness with your new 
baby!  Take your time to rest and enjoy. 

Break Times 

A highlight of my day is being able to spend time outside with our learners at morning tea and lunch time.  
Teachers need a recess and a lunch break, no doubt about it. But, possibly even more importantly, children 
need both breaks as well. 

By morning tea, learners are positively starving and spend a good proportion of the break hoovering most of 
what’s in their lunch box.  

Quite apart from being a pit stop for refueling, school breaks give children an opportunity to race around madly 
letting off all the pent-up steam of the learning spaces.  There also needs to be time for a rousing game of 
hockey, handstands or tag.  Mr. Sutton (our Board chairperson) observed a large group of learners exploring in 
our Discovery play area.  They were compromising, designing, debating and creating.  This kind of physical 
activity is just as important for our child’s educational development as the food we pack in the lunch box and 
maybe even as important as the lessons taught in the indoor learning spaces.  Physical activity can also help a 
child’s concentration levels, allowing them better focus on their schoolwork and an improved ability to retain 
what they’ve been taught. 

Getting out and having a good ‘play’ allows them to stretch, jump, hop, skip and burn off some of that energy.  
Unlike organised sport (which is, of course, highly beneficial for all children), playtime at school allows children 
to make up their own games and their own rules. They get to decide what will happen and establish the 
boundaries within which their game will take place. This kind of play time is highly social – there is no one to 
monitor their talk or interactions and it’s to children’s great, often overlooked, credit that 99% of the games they 
play are worked out empathetically and fairly between them.  

This kind of active play gives children the chance to bring to life their imaginations for a while and be the 
masters of their fate. That kind of freedom is a rare and respected gift – children are almost always considerate 
playmates in the school playground, they seem to understand that playtime is something very special indeed.  

 In fact, the more autonomy we allow them to have in the playground, the more active and engaging their play 
becomes. Can you imagine letting your children roam within your neighbourhood with loads and loads of other 
children and only a couple of parents ‘on duty’? Most parents couldn’t bring themselves to do it, but it’s 
amazing how well our learners manage when we let them and giving them the independence to explore, 
encourages them to be as physically active as they are curious. 

 But back to the learning spaces.  Once the bell 
has sounded on the last break of the day, most 
learning spaces move into a quieter mode. 
Most learners are ready to settle into a lesson 
that exercises their creative mind. Physical 
activity definitely allows the mind to settle but it 
also gives it the courage to think outside the 
box. From creativity comes great innovation 
and invention – surely a critical part of any 
child’s education. 

Have a fabulous week and spend some time 
playing.   

 

Karen Burt 

Acting Principal 



  

Heated Lunches 

A few reminders regarding the lunches children bring 
to be heated: 

 We are unable to provide containers for the food. 
That means if you send along noodles in a 
packet, you need to provide something to put 
them in. Noodles in a polystyrene cup are fine. 
No problem there. 

 We heat more than 100 lunches on any given 
day so please make it easy for us to do this. 
Clearly named lunches with the team written on it 
as well (Pikopiko, Kowhai and Rimu) means we 
can get the lunch to your child without an 
investigation! 

 Most families remember the guidelines—thank 
you! 

We would love to have another helper on Thursdays 
to assist with the lunches—between 11.45am and 
12.30pm would be great. Please contact the office if 
you could do one or more Thursdays this term. 

 

Assembly 

Our next assembly is this Monday 15 May beginning 
just after 9am. We will be presenting certificates to 
the children who have achieved their bronze High 5 
award. 

Do come along if you are able, to share in the 
successes and the team presentations. 

School Photos 

The PTA have changed the date for our school 
photos. These will now take place Wednesday 7 
June. 

Make a date in your diary! 

Mr Robb and Ollie are enjoying their experiment with the 
Kowhai team.  



Darfield Primary School PTA 
Walnut Fundraiser  

Come and purchase your walnuts 
We are selling bags of Walnuts 

(400gm with the shells on) 

$5 PER BAG. 

 

These walnuts were grown locally and 
were picked up last season so have 

been dried and are ready to eat. 

 

Selling Monday 15th, Tuesday 16th 
and Wednesday 17th May after school 

outside the staff room. 

First in basis, limited stock. 




